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FIG. 1. Fluorescence photomicrography of V. cholerae O1 VC1 attached to plankton. (A) Copepod exuviae; (B) Volvox species. VC, V.
cholerae O1 (green); chl, chloroplasts (red); ex, plankton exoskeleton.
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NOTES

by Nalin et al. (18), who showed that chitin protects V.
cholerae O1 from the lethal effect of low pH. They suggest
that chitin may promote pathogenicity of V. cholerae O1 by
protecting it from the acidic environment of the human
gastrointestinal tract. Our experiments show that chitinous
surfaces of plankton concentrate V. cholerae Ol and may
increase the number of V. cholerae in a given unit of water.
Future experiments will determine if these levels reach an
infective dose and if attachment affects the physiology and
pathogenicity of V. cholerae O1.
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